To: Germann, Sandy[Germann. Sandy@epa.gov] 

From: Vela, Austin 

Sent: Wed 8/26/2015 8:46:46 PM 

Subject: Statements on Sunnyside 


Is EPA aware of water buildup inside the Sunnyside Mine? Is there any 
estimate for the volume? 


Yes. The Sunnyside Gold Corporation, pursuant to its mining permit and an 
agreement with the State of Colorado, installed bulkheads in the American Tunnel 
in several locations in the late 1990s and early 2000s. The American Tunnel 
drained the Sunnyside Gold Mine workings during the mine’s operating years. 
When the bulkheads were installed, water elevations rose in the mountain and 
flooded the Sunnyside Gold mine workings. EPA understands that the water levels 
in mine pool have been stable for several years. The Colorado Division of 
Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS) would be a good resource for additional 
information and estimates on volume. 


Does the agency have any concerns about a potential spill from Sunnyside? 


We have no information indicating an immediate risk of a release from the 
Sunnyside Mine. EPA will be working with our partners at DRMS to evaluate the 
Gold King Mine release and its impact on conditions in the area to determine if 
additional measures are necessary to address potential discharges. 


Were the actions taken at Sunnyside responsible for water that was coming 
out of Gold King Mine? 


The relationship between the water in the Sunnyside Gold Mine and other mines in 
the area is a complex topic. Many of the mines in the area either intersect the same 
geologic structures and/or are in close proximity to the same structures. The 
DRMS has extensive knowledge and details on Sunnyside and other mines in the 
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area, and that information has been the subject of extensive discussion and review 
with EPA and the Animas River Stakeholder Group (ARSG) over the last several 
years. 


Austin Vela 
Congressional Liaison 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Office of External Affairs 
Office: 214-665-9792 
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